356        FROM PRIVATE TO FIELD-MARSHAL
The steadiness on parade and general soldierly appearance of all ranks was most satisfactory, and reflects great credit alike upon the men themselves and upon those responsible for their instruction.
Since 1916, when separate battalions were first formed at home for the reception and training of recruits of 18 years of age, many thousands of young men have passed through them, and have earned high praise from their officers and non-commissioned officers for their keenness to learn and their consistent good behaviour.
Commanders at the front have also told me of their intelligence, courage, and devotion to duty in the field.
I am confident that this high reputation will be jealously guarded and maintained by the 14 battalions inspected to-day, also by those other battalions which are proceeding to the Rhine, and which I much regret to be unable to see before their departure.
GEORGE R.I.
ist March 1919.
A few days after this parade Mr. Churchill offered me the command of the British army of the Rhine, adding that in view of the services I had rendered in winning the war it was appropriate that I should command the troops employed in enforcing compliance with the terms of peace. I did not suppose that the appointment would be of long duration, but I was nevertheless glad to accept the offer. On the I4th April I handed over command of the forces in Great Britain to Sir Douglas Haig and left the Horse Guards, where, for about eleven months, I had occupied the same room and sat at the same table as used by many previous Commanders-in-Chief, including the Duke of Wellington.hine in replacement of the battalions sent there from the West Front when the Rhine territories were first occupied by the Allies in the previous December. Unfortunately greatcoats had to be worn as the weather was not very fine, and this rather spoilt the effect of the parade, but the battalions nevertheless presented a good appearance, considering that practically all the personnel were under nineteen years of age. After the parade the King was good enough to express his appreciation in the following letter :
